
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



RECENT IMPORTANT DECISIONS 691 

presence of the testator. It would seem that the testator's signature is an 
essential part of the will which they must subscribe and the better rule 
appears to be that the order of signing is material. American text writers 
are divided in their opinion as to which view is supported by the weight of 
authority in this country. See Page, Wills, § 222; 1 RedField, Wills *226; 
1 Underhill, Wills, § 195; Schouler, Wills, § 328. 

Witnesses — Credibility May be Attacked by Evidence oe General 
Reputation for Morality. — In an action brought by the plaintiff on a claim 
which he held against the defendant's decedent, the plaintiff took the stand in 
his own behalf. For the sole purpose of discrediting his testimony, the court 
allowed the defendant to introduce evidence of the plaintiff's general reputa- 
tion for morality in the neighborhood in which he lived. The plaintiff ob- 
jected that his character was not in issue. Held, that under § 529 of Burns' 
Ann. St. (1908), the evidence was competent for the purpose for which it 
was admitted. Castle v. Clark (1910), — Ind. App. — , 90 N. E. 640. 

The credibility of a party to a civil action, who testifies in his own behalf, 
may be impeached in the same manner as that of any other witness. 
Alkire Grocer Co. v. Tagart, 78 Mo. App. 166. In those states in which the 
situation is not controlled by statute, there is a conflict among the cases as 
to what sort of reputation evidence is admissible to affect credibility. In 
many jurisdictions the testimony is limited to such as shows the witness's 
general reputation for truth and veracity in the community in which he lives. 
Gilchrist v. M'Kee, 4 Watts ( Pa. ) 380 ; Rudsdill v. Slingerland, 18 Minn. 380 ; 
Shaw v. Emery, 42 Me. 59; Atwood v. Impson, 20 N. J. Eq. 150; 3 Encyc. of 
Evid. 22 and cases there cited. Wigmore calls this the better rule. 3 Wig- 
more, Evid. 1060. In about as large a number of jurisdictions a witness may 
be impeached by evidence of his general moral character. Sorrelle v. Craig, 
9 Ala. 534; Turner v. King, 98 Ky. 253; Bakeman v. Rose, 18 Wend. (N. Y.) 
146 ; 3 Encyc. of Evid. 23 and cases there cited. An exhaustive review of the 
cases, involving this question, will be found in a note in 2 Wigmore, Evid. 
p. 1061. The latter rule has been adopted by statute in some states; among 
them Indiana, the state in which the case under discussion was decided. 
Kirby Dig. of St. of Ark. (1904), § 3138; Pomeroy's Cal. Code of Civil 
Procedure (1901), § 2051; Vol. II Ga. Code, § 5293; Iowa Code (1897), 
§ 4614; Burns' Ann. Code (Ind. 1908), § 529; Oregon C. C. P., (1892) 
§ 840; Carroll's Ky C. C. P. (1900), § 597; Mont. C. C. P. (1895), 
§§ 3123 and 3379; Utah Comp. St. C. C. P. (1907), § 3412; Idaho Rev. St. 
(1887), § 5956; N. Mex. Comp. L. (1897), § 3026. 



